
University of Cologne 
Faculty of Management, Economics and Social Sciences 
International Relations Center (ZIB) 

CEMS Application Form – Motivation Letter 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Last Name: _______________________________________________ 

First Name: _______________________________________________ 

Please write a one-page (not longer!) motivation letter that clearly conveys why you 
want to join the CEMS programme and what drives you personally and academically. 
Please don’t just repeat your CV.  

Focus especially on: 

1. Your motivation for applying to CEMS:
What excites you about the programme? Which values, experiences, or goals
connect with what CEMS offers?

2. Key learning moments from your life:
Choose one or two meaningful experiences - academic, professional, or personal -
that shaped your ambitions, worldview, or approach to leadership. Explain what you
learned and how these lessons prepare you for CEMS.

3. Your study plan and international aspirations:
Outline how you envision your study path within the programme and, if relevant,
where you would ideally like to spend your CEMS term abroad—and why.

Aim for authenticity over formality. Show us what motivates you, what you hope to 
contribute to the CEMS community, and how the programme fits into your long-term 
goals. 
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