WiSo Sustainability Award

Today's ideas.
Tomorrow's impact.

Quick info on applying

The WiSo Sustainability Award recognises academic publications with a clear focus on sustainability.
The award highlights how early-career researchers at the WiSo Faculty are contributing to sustainable
development through their research and providing impetus for academia, professional practice and

society.

Who can apply?

Prize money

What is being recognised?

Application deadline

Award ceremony

Submission

Nominations by third parties

Required documents
e CV

Research staff, in particular PhD students, postdocs and
junior professors prior to their mid-term evaluation. All
applicants must be members of the Faculty of Economics
and Social Sciences.

€5,000 to be paid into the chair’'s account of the award
winner.

An academic publication with a clear focus on
sustainability. The publication must have been published
after 1 January 2024.

30 September 2026

10 December 2026 as part of the WiSo Christmas party.
The award winner is expected to attend.

By email to sustainability@wiso.uni-koeln.de as a PDF. The
file should not exceed 2 MB.

Nominations will be considered. Nominated individuals
must subsequently submit the application documents
themselves within the deadline.

e Publication with abstract; if no abstract is available, please provide a short abstract.

e A brief explanation of your application in relation to the three assessment criteria: approximately
100-150 words for each of the following: sustainability, academic contribution and practical

relevance.

Assessment criteria

Sustainability

Scientific contribution

Practical relevance/Impact

Procedure

40 %

30 %

30 %

This criterion assesses the connection to the University of
Cologne’s approach to sustainability.

This criterion evaluates the degree of innovation and, where
applicable, the visibility of the publication.

This criterion assesses the significance of the research
findings for decision-makers or for practical
implementation.

e Following the closing date for applications, the submissions will be checked for compliance with

requirements and presented to the jury.

e The applications will be submitted to the jury for final assessment.
e The selection decision is expected to be made in November 2026.

Contact and submission

Please send your full application by 30 September 2026 to: sustainability@wiso.uni-koeln.de



